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Interesting Tips and Customs for the 
Southern and Victorian Wedding

[image: image1.png]



Planning the Site:

· The marriage ceremony took place either at home or in church.  If the ceremony was at home, (as was popular in the 1890s) the decorations were no less elaborate.  Weddings in a home varied little from those at a church.
· Flower arrangements decorating the church or home grew more elaborate as the decades wore on.  Later in the era, even the servants and horses wore flowers.

· A profusion of white, and another color according to the theme, abounded in the bride's home, adorning doorways, balustrades, windows and fireplaces.  

· Before the 1880s, a couple was required by law to have a morning ceremony. By the late 1880’s Southern American weddings, however, were almost always at 6:00 p.m. because it was cooler then.

· In England, a country bride and her wedding party walked the aisle or to church on a carpet of blossoms to assure a happy path through life.

· A good luck symbol was hung over the spot where the couple exchanged their vows. This could be a bell, dove, wishbone, or any other good luck symbol.

· For the wealthier, a grey horse pulling the wedding carriage was considered good luck.


Dressing:

· The most approved bridal dress is of white silk, high corsage, a long wide veil of white tulle, reaching to the feet, and a wreath of maiden-blush roses with orange blossoms.  The orange blossoms are removed after the ceremony although the bride can continue to wear the roses.  The bride’s dress was marked by simplicity.

· Etiquette describes a bridal dress as having a bodice high in the neck; sleeves reaching to the wrist, the gown falling in full unbroken folds showing the richness of the material and not even a suggestion of frills or ribbons of any kind.

· Through the centuries, brides have always worn some form of headdress; a circlet, wreath or coronet of flowers and greenery most represented the bridal legend. Flowers and herbs were chosen for sensible and sentimental reasons. Evergreens such as rosemary and myrtle were highly prized for their fragrance. Roses were selected not only for their beauty, but were known as the flower of Venus, goddess of love. 
· Wedding colors should be soft; cream, blue and yellow or a terracotta-type tan, ecru and pastel greens.

· For morning weddings, the bridegroom and ushers wore full morning dress, dark blue or black frock coats, light neckties and light trousers.  The bridegroom wore white gloves and the users wore gloves of a light color.  For evening weddings, they wore full evening attire.

· The bridesmaids dresses, usually of light color and graceful material with flowers as the principal decoration, flattered the bride and although sometimes more ornate, never upstaged her.

· In America, ushers wore boutonnieres in their lapels.

· In early Victorian England, the bridesmaids also made favors and pinned them on the sleeves and shoulders of the guests as they left the ceremony.
· Offer bridal party favors in the form of cameo brooches, lace hankies, Victorian fans, small beaded purses, or hand-painted china tea cups.

· A bride should wear something old, belonging to a happily married woman;

Something new, where the wedding gown or other attire is considered new;

Something borrowed, preferably gold to guarantee wealth and fortune;

Something blue, symbolic of true love and the heavens;

And a sixpence (dime) in the shoe, to ensure wealth and prosperity.

The Ring:

· The wedding ring was usually a plain gold band with the initials of the couple and the date of their wedding engraved inside.

· The bridegroom takes care to provide the wedding ring, and have it in readiness at the proper moment when called upon to put it on. 

· It was considered good luck for the ring to drop during the ceremony, thus all evil spirits were shaken out.

Leaving the Ceremony:

· Because it was considered bad taste to acknowledge friends or acquaintances, the bride and groom walked out without looking left or right after the ceremony. 

· The bride's parents were the first to leave the church, and the best man the last as he paid the bill.

· The wedding carriage awaiting the bride and groom was drawn by four white horses.

· From a custom dating back to Roman times when nuts were thrown after the departing couple, the practice continued, but in the form of rice, grain or birdseed, a symbol of fertility.


The Reception:
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· A special and elaborately decorated corner was reserved in the bride's home for receiving her guests.

· The parents congratulated the couple first, and then stood nearby. 

· In early Victorian times, the maid of honor (or first bridesmaid) stood near the bride to assist her. 

· Bridesmaids stood to the left and right of the couple, while ushers guided the guests. 

· Etiquette dictated that guests address the bride first, unless they were only acquainted with the groom, in which case they congratulated the groom and were then introduced to the bride. 

· The bride was never congratulated, as it was implied that the honor was conferred upon her in marrying the groom. 
· Since it was understood that guests needed no entertainment, as the honor came in attending the wedding itself, there was no entertainment at the wedding.  Lavish evening affairs would occasionally have dancing.
· The room may be lighted with either white or colored candles or lamps. Many prefer to have a portion of the light fall from side brackets or from the wall.

· Because of the early hour for weddings, the reception was traditionally a breakfast.  The Victorian Wedding Breakfast was a stereotyped affair, elaborately cast by the confectioner and chef similar to a fashionable ball supper.   Delights included stewed oysters, galantines, mayonnaise of fowl, cold game, ices, pyramids, and all the grand designs of confectionery.  

· At most receptions, guests were served standing, while the bridal party was served seated. At more formal gatherings, the guests took their places with all the ceremony of a formal banquet. The bride and bridegroom always had the precedence in the procession to the refreshment-room, and others took their position according to rank and age. 
· The table-cloth should be of the finest quality.

· Furniture and other room decor should be arranged in such a manner that it will not interfere with the guests' view of one another. A low dish of flowers with light to no fragrance is the preferred centerpiece.

· Never make an ostentatious display of wealth.  While that was the rule in the times, today we ironically find the Victorian wedding to be the ultimate of ostentatious.

· At a large dinner, a card bearing the name of the guest should be laid beside each plate.

· Each place setting should include a plate, two large knives, a small knife and fork for fish, three large forks, a tablespoon for soup, a small oyster-fork for raw oysters and a water goblet.

· The knives and oyster fork should be placed on the right of the plate, other forks on the left.

· Bread should be cut in thin slices, and laid on a napkin on the left of each plate. Place glasses at the right of each plate.

· Commence dinner with raw oysters, then a choice of one or two soups. Follow the soup with fish, then the meat entree and the salad last. Cheese, bread and butter may be served with the salad course. Then comes dessert and/or fruits and bonbons. Coffee can be served in the drawing room or the parlor.

· No more than two vegetables should be served with each entree and potatoes should not be offered with fish.

· The day and hour of an afternoon tea may be written on a visiting card. For an afternoon reception, an "At Home" card is used.

The Cake:

· In early Victorian times, there were usually three wedding cakes--one elaborate cake, and two smaller ones for the bride and groom. 
· The cake was cut and boxed and given to guests as they left. 
· Traditionally the wedding cake was a dark, rich fruitcake with ornate white frostings of scrolls, orange blossoms, etc. It was cut into as many pieces as there were attendants and often favors were baked inside for luck. Each charm had its own meaning. The bride’s cake, not as elaborate, was white and the groom's cake was dark.
· The cake the bride cut was not eaten, rather it was packed away for the 25th wedding anniversary!

Other Customs
· Few marriages started with love. 
· Marriage was encouraged to be with someone of the same class. 

· A man had to prove that he could give his future wife a life in the manner to which she was accustomed. 

· A woman had to have a dowry. 

· A family could set up a trust to protect a woman's inheritance. 

· Marriage was considered a business deal. 

· An unmarried woman could inherit money and property after age 21, but upon marriage control of her money went to her husband. 

· A woman could not have a will for her personal possessions. 

· A man could will his wife's possessions to his illegitimate children. 

· It was illegal to marry a deceased wife's sister. 

